Attorney Docket No. 3797.87569 




30 

ru 



CLAIMS: 

1. *A~pefs Oiml computersyslem compri sing 
a personal computer; 




a first display unit coupled to said personal computer, said fijsTdisplay unit configured to 
receive first display information from a first application launched by said personal computer and 
displaying the first display information; and 

a second display unit coupled to saj^personal computer and distinct from said first 
;L display unit, said second display unit jefmfigured to receive second display information from a 
|p second application launched by/said personal computer and displaying the second display 
m information. 




2. The personal computer system according to claim 1, wherein said personal 
computer, said first display unit and said second display unit are integrated together in a single 
physical stature! 

The personal computer system according to claim 1, wherein said first display 
Ijaid second display unit are notphysically^atta chcd to each other- 

4. The personal computer systennaccording to claim 1, wherein said first display 
unit is a main display unit and said second dtepky'unit is an auxiliary display unit. 

5. The per s onal compu t er system acc o rding to ela kn 4, further compmrng-a-wtrel- 
interface for coupling said second display unit to said peigonal-coffiputer. 

6. The personal compuje^system according to claim 4, wherein said second display 
unit includes a dispte^screen and an input user interface configured to receive an input to change 



inabk jsSQciated^mth the second application — 
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7. r Tfie personal computer sysfem according to claim 4, Where«i--saidiirst^d^ 
unit and said second display unit each has a display screen, the display screen of sax 
display unit being larger than the display screen of said first display unit. 

8. The personal computer system according to claim 4, wherein a display screen of 
said second display unit is a liquid crystal display or arvtflectro-luminescent panel. 

9. The personal computer system according to claim 4, wherein the second 
application is a messaging applicatior 

10. The personal corfiputer according to claim 4, wherein the second application is an 
audio, video or multimedia player application. 

11. The personal computer according to claim 4, wherein said second display unit has 
a user internee with features not available with a user interface associated with said first display 




12. The personal computer according /to claim 4, wherein the second display 
information is information pushed from an extdraa/ network. 

13. The personal computer accqfdingyto claim 11, wherein the external network is the 



Internet. 



14. The method according to clat^4,>^liereiiL^aia' second display unit includes a 
modem configured to couple said second display unit to an external network without having to 
connect to the external network through saiq host computer. 

1 5 . Th e metho d— according _Jo claim 4. wherein said comgat^._- system--^f^ £- 
comprises a thir^ from said first and 

said~seGeft€KhspIay unit, said rfiird display unit configur ed to rccciv e^faird-di^te^flfermatjon--- 
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4 f^om a tnird application launched by said personal computer and displaying the third display 

5 information. / 

1 16. The method according to claim 15, wherein said third display unit is further 

2 configured to receive the first display information and/or the second display information. 

1 17. The method according to claim 16, wherein said host computer is configured to 

2 dynamically control which display information said third display unit receives. 

1 18. The method according to claim 16, wherein said hosjfe^computer is configured to 

2_ determine whether said third display unit has sufficient screen space available to receive the first 

# or second display information. / 

li 19. The method according to claim 16, wherein said host computer is configured to 

M determine whether said third display unit is authorized to receive the first or second display 

r 3 information. / 

«p 20. In a computer system having a host computer and a first display unit coupled to 

■S said host computer, a method for/controlling the display of information associated with a 

; ¥ launched application, said methjgfd comprising the steps of: 

4 determining whether a second display unit is available to receive information from said 

5 host computer; / 

6 sending display information associated with the application to the second display unit 

7 when the spdond display unit is available to receive information from said host computer; and 

8 ^sending the display information associated with the application to said first display unit 

9 ^/^jieiwt^ display unit is available to receive informatioiTfrom said host computers- » 
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21. /~The met hod according to x laim 20, further compri3in g-the_ step of sending the 
display information associated with the application to said first display unit when^Second 
display unit is available to receive information from said host computer. 

22. The method according to claim 21, wherem^fien a second display unit is 
available to receive information from said host comptffer, further comprising the step of sending 
second display information to said first djsfflay unit, the second display information differing 
from the display information sentjef^aid second display unit. 

23. The methpdaccording to claim 20, wherein the application is an audio, video or 
multimedia playep^pplication. 

The method according to claim 20, wherein the application is a messaging 



Jg appli cation. 



25. The method according to clai 
comprises determining whether a second 
information. 




\ wherein said step of determining further 
s authorized to receive the display 



26. The-method-aecording to ~ciainr 
comprises determining whether the second displayjinit 




rid~step--ef^teiii^^ 
JTenfdisplay space to display the 



27. The method according to claim<20, wherein said step of determining further 
comprises determining whether a second disma^WiHs coupled to said host computer. 

28. In a compute r"5ystem hav ing a host compute? and a m^mj^ ^2I^^^ n 
auxiliary display unit coupledto^said-- hOsf^omputer^^ for displaying information 
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4 displayi ng in f oiiiiation on said main dis p lay u nit; 

5 transmitting information associated with an active explication from said host computer to 

6 said auxiliary display unit; and / 

1 displaying the information on said auxiliary display unit. 

1 29. The method according to clmm 28, wherein after said step of displaying, said 

2 method further comprising the step of launching the active application responsive to an input. 

1 30. The method according to claim 29, wherein responsive to said step of launching, 

2 said method further includes/tne step of displaying additional information associated with the 
O / 

3p active application on said/auxiliary display unit. 

MJ 31. The method according to claim 29, further comprising the step of receiving the 

jff input at an input/device associated with said auxiliary display unit. 

f Z lS The method ac gqrriinfl to claim ?Q, whersi njhe input device is a sensor. 

£ 33. In a computer system having a host computer, and a first display unit and a 

4* second display unit coupled to said host compute/ a method for displaying information 

W associated with an active application, said method c<^^rising the steps of: 

4 displaying information associated witti arr application on one o^said first display unit and 

5 said second display unit; and )C_/ 

6 displaying the information displayed on the one of said first display unit and said second 

7 display unit on the other of the one of raid first display unit and said second auxiliary display 

8 unit responsive to an event. 
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1 34. The method according to claim 33, wherein responsive to the event, said method 

2 further comprising the step of discontinuing the display of the information on the one of said first 

3 display unit and said second display unit. 

35. The method according to claim 3£, wherein the event is a user input. 

36. -A" Computernet work compri sing^ 
a server; 

plural computer systems coupled to said server, eacl><56mputer system including, 
a host computer coupled to said serv^ 

a main display unit, coupled^to. and controlled by said host computer, said main 
display unit configured to receive fi^f display information from a first application launched by 
said host computer and displ^mg the first display information; and 

an au^ttiary display unit coupled to and controlled by said host computer and 
distinct from^s^ud main display unit, said auxiliary display unit configured to receive second 
displa^mormation from a second application launched by said host computer and displaying the 
sef^ond j^'spfoy information ^- 
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